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known for his eagerness to combat the drug
trade in this area, and was often involved in
breaking up meth labs, a dangerous job due
to the volatility of the chemicals used in the
process.

Ed Christensen, president of the Harris
County Deputies’ Association, remembered
him as a tireless and hardworking officer. He
also said, ‘‘Shane died a hero. What would
have happened if he hadn’t been there? He
laid down his life and gave the ultimate sac-
rifice. He absolutely laid down his life for his
fellow man.’’

Deputy Bennett is survived by his wife, Te-
resa, and his 20 month old daughter, Alyssa.
According to reports, as he lay mortally
wounded, the name of the young girl who will
never know her father was the last words he
was able to speak.

We are indebted to Shane Bennett for his
courage, and we share the grief of his family
and offer kind words, knowing that it is a poor
substitute for their loss.

Every day, ordinary men and women make
an extraordinary commitment when they put
on the badge that symbolizes the oath they
took to protect and serve, the badge that also
makes them a target. Every day, they leave
their families behind, not knowing if they will
come home that night.

Congress should continue to make sure that
we keep our commitment to the law enforce-
ment by providing funding for more officers,
better equipment, and advanced training. It not
only saves the lives of officers, but it makes
our families, our homes, and our neighbor-
hoods a safer place to live.
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Mr. GRUCCI. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to
honor Suffolk County Officers Lois Aprile and
Denise Brennan who have been selected as
the recipients of the Rotary Club of
Smithtown’s 32nd Annual Peter J. Biegon
Award.

Police Officers Aprile and Brennan were ap-
pointed to the Suffolk County Police Depart-
ment on January 25, 1988. After graduating
from the Police Academy they were assigned
to the Fourth Precinct, assuming the duty of
patrol officers. Their professional association
and friendship go back many years.

It wasn’t long after being assigned to the
Fourth Precinct that it became evident that
these two energetic officers were committed to
establishing programs to benefit a wide range
of community interests. In recognition of these
efforts, they were both assigned to the Fourth
Precinct COPE Unit in 1995.

Police Officer Aprile is certified as a crime
prevention officer, a school—resource officer
and a DARE instructor. She is currently work-
ing toward the completion of a master’s de-
gree in counseling at C.W. Post, L.I.U. She is
a member of several committees, including the
Sachem Committee on Drugs, Hauppauge
School District Drug Task Force and is a
board member of the Smithtown Veterans
Youth Program. She is also a member of the

Long Island Association of Crime Prevention
Officers.

She acts as a volunteer for the Boy Scouts/
Cub Scouts and serves as a religion education
instructor for St. Philip and James Church.
She gives freely of her time to the Special
Olympics, Toys for Tots and various commu-
nity outreach groups.

As one of the precinct’s school liaison offi-
cers she helped create a program at the
Smithtown Middle School to decrease prob-
lems among students relating to theft, fighting
and other misconduct.

She has been recognized as cop of the
month and has received several awards from
public officials for her work with the Smithtown
Veteran’s Youth Program.

Police Officer Brennan has received certifi-
cations as a school resource officer and crime
prevention officer. She is a member of the
NYS Juvenile Officers Association.

She also serves as one of our school liaison
officers and sits on several committees ad-
dressing youth development and delinquency
prevention programs. She is a member of the
S.A.F.E. Schools Committee, Kings Park
Compass, Sachem Teen Driving Committee
and the Raynor Park Youth Program.
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Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of
legislation considered by the House this week
which calls attention to an under recognized
historical figure, Antonio Meucci, and his work
on an invention that we today know as the
telephone. Mr. Meucci is a testament to the
hard work and innovation that made America
great.

Most Americans know the story of Alex-
ander Graham Bell, the man given sole credit
for the invention of the telephone. This resolu-
tion makes clear, though, that another man
made enormous strides in laying the ground-
work for the invention, an Italian immigrant by
the name of Antonio Meucci.

Antonio Meucci was born near Florence,
Italy, in 1808. He studied mechanical engi-
neering at Florence’s Academy of Fine Arts
and then worked in the Teatro della Pergola
and various other theaters as a stage techni-
cian until 1835, when he accepted a job as a
scenic designer and stage technician in Ha-
vana, Cuba.

Fascinated by research, Meucci read every
scientific tract he could get his hands on, and
spent all his spare time in Havana on re-
search, inventing a new method of galvanizing
metals that he applied to military equipment
for the Cuban government. At the same time,
he continued his work in the theater and pur-
sued his experiments.

As a result of his research, Meucci had de-
veloped a method of using electric shocks to
treat various illnesses. One day, while pre-
paring to administer such a treatment, Meucci
heard his friend’s voice over the piece of cop-
per wire running between them. He realized

he had stumbled onto something much more
important than any other discovery he had
ever made, and he spent the next ten years
bringing the principle to a practical stage. The
following decade was to be spent perfecting
the original device.

Antonio Meucci called his work on this
project, ‘‘teletrofono.’’ Meucci was unable to
commercialize his invention because he did
not speak enough English to navigate the
American business community, and, having
spent most of his life savings on his work, he
was unable to raise sufficient funds to pay his
way through the patent process. Instead, he
had to settle for a caveat, a one-year renew-
able notice of an impending patent, which
Meucci first filed in 1871.

While a brilliant inventor, Meucci was victim
of a series of financial and personal misfor-
tunes. A Western Union affiliate laboratory—
where Meucci was keeping his models to
demonstrate his work—reportedly lost his
working models, and as Meucci—was sub-
siding off public assistance, he could not af-
ford the $10 necessary to renew the caveat in
1874. In 1876, Alexander Graham Bell, who
conducted experiments in the same laboratory
where Meucci’s materials had been stored,
was granted a patent, and thereafter credited
with inventing the telephone. Nine months
later, the government moved to annul Bell’s
patent on the grounds of fraud and misrepre-
sentation, which the Supreme Court remanded
for trial.

Meucci died in 1889, the Bell patent expired
in 1893 and the case was discounted as moot
without ever uncovering the true inventor of
the telephone. If Meucci were able to renew
his caveat, a patent to Bell could have never
been issued.

The world of science and invention is a
highly competitive one, where inventors com-
pete to make and market their discoveries. It
is only right that we call attention to the work
of one brilliant inventor who history has not
given his proper due, and who made enor-
mous contributions toward the invention of this
device. I urge support for the bill.
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Mr. HOBSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the achievements of Dr. John L.
Henderson, who, for the past 14 years, has
served as the president of Wilberforce Univer-
sity, which is located in Greene County, Ohio
in the 7th Congressional District.

On June 30th, Dr. Henderson will be retiring
after a distinguished career in which he served
at Wilberforce and in leadership positions at
Xavier University, the University of Cincinnati,
Sinclair Community College and Cincinnati
Technical College. He also has taught edu-
cation, counseling and psychology courses
since 1966.

Dr. Henderson’s tenure at Wilberforce has
been marked by many accomplishments, not
the least of which is the institution’s physical
growth. Some of the major facilities con-
structed during his tenure include: a health
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